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were then neither so numerous nor so splendid as at
the present day: Meurice's Hotel was a very insig-
nificant establishment in the Eue de I'Echiquier;
and in the Eue de la Paix, at that time unfinished,
there were but two or three hotels, which would not
be considered even second-rate at the present time.
The site of the Maison Dor^e, at the corner of the
Eue Lafitte, was then occupied by a shabby build-
ing which went by the name of the H&tel d'Angle-
terre, and was kept by the popular and once beauti-
ful Madame Dunan. The most celebrated restaur-
ant was that of Beauvilliers, in the Eue de Eichelieu;
mirrors and a little gilding were the decorative char-
acteristics of this house, the cuisine was far superior
to that of any restaurateur of our day, and the wines
were first-rate. Beauvilliers was also celebrated
for his supreme de volatile, and for his cdtelettes a
la Soubise. The company consisted of the most
distinguished men of Paris ; here were to be seen
Chateaubriand, Bailly de Ferrette, the Dukes of
Fitzjames, Eochefoucauld, and Grammont, and many
other remarkable personages. It was the custom
to go to the theatres after dinner, and then to
the Salon des Etrangers, which was the Parisian
Crockford's.

Another famous dining-house was the Eocher de
Cancale, in the Eue Mandar, kept by Borel, for-
merly one of the cooks of Napoleon. Here the
cuisine was so refined that people were reported to
have come over from England expressly for the pur-
pose of enjoying it: indeed, Borel once showed me
a list of his customers, amongst whom I found the
names of Eobespierre, Charles James Fox, and the
Duke of Bedford. In the Palais Eoyal the stilling out for suitable game during the day,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